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of abstraction, is one that distinctively belongs to man. It is an effort of will, of a kind that no animal has any capacity for. By it alone have we any power of abstract reasoning, and it is intimately concerned with our self-consciousness and memory, and with our language, I am quite aware that animals possess something analogous to a language of their own ; they can indicate certain emotions and give warning, and so forth, to their fellows. But that language could never develop into human language, or the animal will (such as it is) ever rise to a human will, or animals become endowed with self-consciousness, unless they could acquire the power of voluntarily abstracting the mind from one subject or part of a subject and fixing the attention on another. * We cannot formulate any process of change whereby the lower state could pass on to or attain to the higher in this respect.
Therefore again we conclude that the higher reason is a gift ab externo.
If we take a step , further to the " spiritual" or " moral " faculties of man, we have the same difficulty intensified, if indeed -it does take a new departure. To examine the question adequately would require us to go into the deep waters of psychology ; and here we should encounter many matters regarding which there may be legitimate doubt and difference of opinion, which would obscure and lead us away from our main line of thought.
This I would willingly avoid.    But it is quite in-